
Kentucky Tech Statewide Steering Committee members elected

The first Kentucky Tech Statewide Advisory committee was held 
October 22-23, 2007, resulting in a new Statewide Steering committee 
being elected.  The purpose of this meeting was to engage business and 
industry representatives to increase the effectiveness and quality of 
technical education and skills training administered throughout the 
Kentucky Tech school system.

Kentucky Tech Statewide 
Steering committee (l-
r): Ralph Brown 
(auxiliary), Tri Tek
Industries; Daryl 
Chasteen, G & W Machine; 
Mark Trachsel, Edward 
Jones Investments; Norm 
Ellis, Jeff Wyler Buick, 
Pontiac, GMC; John 
Marks, OCTE executive 
director; Tammy Brock, 
Rockcastle Hospital; Hal 
West, You First 
Consulting & Training, 
LLC; and Blain Workman, 
Workman Heating & Air.



During the fall of 2006, a coordinated systemic effort was conducted 
to bring business and industry leaders together during ten regional 
forums across the commonwealth. The meetings were designed to 
identify regional issues and the goal was to identify program 
improvements by

• listening to business and industry leaders from local, regional 
and state levels; 

• determining current trends and issues to identify a regional 
prospective;

• providing a better workforce for the future by aligning KY Tech 
programs to the needs of business and industry; 

• working toward mutually beneficial outcomes to support 
business and industry needs; and

• electing representatives from each meeting to serve on a 
statewide advisory committee.

Photo (l to r):  Tammy Brock, Rockcastle Hospital; 
OCTE service coordinator Elizabeth Bullock, and 
Shelly Fryman, Lake Cumberland District Health 
Department.

“This committee is important because it will 
provide organizations, businesses, industries, and 
community leaders with a way to work with our 
school systems to help prepare future leaders to 
take us into the next century,” said Tammy Brock.  
“It will help make our communities stronger.”



One of the major goals of the Office of Career and Technical 
Education is to respond to the training needs of business and industry 
for the community.  The strategic rationale of holding regional forums 
then and electing a statewide steering committee now is for business 
and industry leaders to come together to discuss technical education 
and skills training and academic needs with OCTE leadership and 
program consultants.

Constant technical and demographic changes necessitate the 
examination of programs to determine and identify ways that technical 
education programs can be improved to deliver a more employable 
individual.

Photo (l to r):  Mark Trachsel, 
Edward Jones Investments; and 
OCTE academic consultant Vickie 
Whitaker discuss business and 
marketing programs.

“A lot of people give education lip 
service; but, the people who are 
here are actually making a 
difference,” said Trachsel.



“We want to review the education processes in place as we strive to 
keep our area technology centers in alignment with business and industry 
needs, while preparing students to enter the workplace, and to make a 
seamless transition into post-secondary education if they so choose,”
said OCTE executive director John Marks while addressing the group.

Photo (l to r):  Kentucky Tech Statewide Advisory 
committee member Tom Kelly, Publishers Printing; 
Marks, and OCTE branch manager Joe Morgan.

John Marks



The election of members from the Kentucky Tech Statewide 
Advisory committee to the new Kentucky Tech Statewide Steering 
committee will offer all interested entities an opportunity to affect 
positive changes. 

Photo, Manufacturing members of the advisory committee 
include (l to r):  Ed Varekojis, The Lincoln Electric Co.; 
Ralph Brown, Tri Tek Industries; OCTE academic 
consultant Steve Bennett; Daryl Chasteen, G & W Machine, 
Richmond; and Darrell Carter, CNC Tech Inc.

Above (l to r):  OCTE branch supervisor Joyce 
Wogoman and Blain Workman listen during 
the construction technology advisory session.
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At left: OCTE academic consultant Todd Nickens talks 
with some Transportation Advisory committee members.


